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* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 



Attainments) 

1nEI LKotice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

2) M Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

3) ^ Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449 or PTO/SB/08) 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date 08&3/03 . 



4) Q Interview Summary (PTO-413) 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date. . 

5) C3 Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

6) □ Other: . 



U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 
PTOL-326 (Rev. 7-05) 



Office Action Summary 



Part of Paper No./Mail Date 20060425 



Application/Control Number: 10/021,524 
Art Unit: 2625 



Page 2 



DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-2,4,11-12, 14,16-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Ohashi (US 6,750,990) in view of ljuin et al (US 4,975,787). 

For claim 1 , which is representative of claim 1 1 , Ohashi discloses an original 
convey unit 71 adapted to move an original in a sub-scanning direction; an image 
reading unit 74 adapted to read the original while moving the original by using said 
original convey unit and output image data; an abnormality detection unit 75 adapted to 
detect abnormal data output from said image reading unit before said image reading 
unit reads the original (Fig 7; Col 9 Lines 13-31). 

Ohashi does not disclose expressly a control unit adapted to limit an original size 
in a main-scanning direction which is permitted to be read by said image reading unit in 
accordance with the position of the abnormality detected by said abnormality detection 
unit. 

ljuin discloses a control unit adapted to limit reading operation of an original 
having a predetermined size in a main-scanning direction by said image reading unit 
while moving the original by using said convey unit in accordance with the position of 
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the abnormal data detected by said abnormality detection unit in the main scanning 
direction (Col 5 Lines 16-43). 

Ohashi & ljuin are combinable because they are from the same field of endeavor, 
image-reading apparatus. 

At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to modify the teaching of Ohashi by providing ljuin's control unit. 

The suggestion/motivation for doing so would have been to move the original so 
as to bypass any detected abnormalities from the image-reading unit. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to combine Ohashi with ljuin to obtain the 
invention as specified in claim 1. 

For claim 2, which is representative of claims 12, Ohashi teaches wherein said 
abnormality detection unit detects continuity and a position of image data read by said 
image reading unit to detect the data as an abnormality (Col 9 Lines 43-46,57-67; Col 
14 Lines 6-29). 

Regarding claim 4, which is representative of claim 14, Ohashi teaches wherein 
said abnormality detection unit detects continuity, a position, and a width of the image 
data to detect the data as an abnormality (Col 8 Lines16-45; Fig 4). 

Regarding claim 16, Ohashi teaches a computer to execute the image reading 
method as defined in claim 11 (Col 15 Lines 5-14). 

Considering claim 17, Ohashi teaches a storage medium characterized by 
storing the program defined in claim 16 as a computer-readable program (Col 15 Lines 
15-36). 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Heather D. Gibbs whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7404. The examiner can normally be reached on M-Thu 8AM-7PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David K. Moore can be reached on 571-272-7437. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




Heather D Gibbs 
Examiner 
Art Unit 2625 
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